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Non-fiction in the 
classroom

Practical ways to teach with news stories
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“Data consistently shows that engagement in reading 
is strongly correlated with reading performance.”

“Whatever pupils’ socio-economic background, 
making sure that they become engaged with reading 
from the beginning is one of the most important 
ways to make a difference to their life chances.”
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PISA
Programme for International Student Assessment

2021



Reading as
a Reader

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk



• Leafing through
• Choose which bits grab your interest
• Discuss: 
– What was funniest, scariest, fascinating, most 

important…? 
– What do you know more about? What would you like to 

find out more about?
– What had you already heard about from

TV/radio/social media/adults? Changed your view?
(Trusting sources – 3rd webinar)
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Teaching Children
How to Read a Newspaper
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What grabs you?
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What grabs you?
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What grabs you?
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Discussion points…
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Year 1
Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they can read independently
Being encouraged to link what they read or hear to their own experiences
Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases
Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what 
others say

Year 2
Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and 
classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 
independently
Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and 
those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say
Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those 
that they listen to and those that they read for themselves
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National Curriculum



Year 3/4
Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks
Participate in discussion about both books that are read to 
them and those that they can read for themselves, taking 
turns and listening to what others say

Year 5/6
Participate in discussion about books that are read to them 
and those that they can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously

National Curriculum
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Teaching Reading



Purposeful Reading 

Reading Mileage
You get good at what you practise!
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Better-informed children
Fueling curiosity
Inspiring debate



Active, purposeful reading

Jigsawing

Creating and debating headlines and
sub-headings

Creating true/false and matching questions
Dramatising characters: freezeframe,

hotseat and interview

Debate…
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Identifying and 
naming facts and 

opinions
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Debate…
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Word reading

Language 
comprehension

The Simple View
of Reading
(Gough and Tunmer, 1986) 

At or above age-
related expectations 
for both word 
reading and 
comprehension

Strong 
comprehenders; 
not so good at 
word-reading

Below age-related 
expectations in both 
word reading and 
comprehension

Strong for their age in 
word reading, but not for 
language 
comprehension
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Decoding Check:
urobilin
bilirubin
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• Fastest Finger First: Find the word that is similar in 
meaning to material/element.

• Speed Retrieve: What can turn people’s skin yellow?
• What could we replace ‘revealed’ with in the first 

sentence? Why did they choose ‘revealed’?
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Speed, comprehension and vocab

• Fastest finger first: find the word that 
means…/that tells us…

• What other words could work here?
How does the meaning/viewpoint change?
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Viewpoint
What’s it about?
What’s the ‘slant’ 
taken?
Look at the 
language choices…
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What’s the
“Golden Thread”?



What’s 
the 

Golden 
Thread?
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Coach Lunch

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk @EnglishHubUK

Recount of

By

Our trip to the British Museum

INTRO HOME/
SUM-UP

Shop

SculpturesMummies



Roman Soldier
Overview:

Organisation Weapons

Armour

Training

Successes
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Comprehension

Comparison 
within & 
between 

texts

Give/explain 
the meaning 
of words in 
context Retrieve 

information

Summarise 
main ideas

Make inferences 
Explain &
justify with 
evidence

Predict 
 from details 
 stated &
 implied 

Identify/explain 
  how content is 
    related  &
      contributes to 
         meaning 
           as a whole 

Identify &
explain 
how meaning 
 is enhanced 
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Identify/explain 
  how content is 
    related  &
      contributes to 
         meaning 
           as a whole 

Identify/explain 
how content is 

related & 
contributes to 
meaning as a 

whole 
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Identify/explain 
how content is 

related & 
contributes to 
meaning as a 

whole 
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Identify/explain how content is
related & contributes to meaning as a whole 
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Comprehension requires knowledge

Reading builds knowledge

Knowledge-building
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Comprehension
development every week 

on subscription!
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‘Register’ – internalising “the voice”
Grammar

The role of the “WAGOLL”
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Teaching Writing



What are they
imitating?

Language is acquired 
through imitation
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Re-reading and performing
Journalistic voice
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From The Iron Man, Chapter 2

Next morning all the farmers were shouting with 
anger. Where were their tractors? Their earth-
diggers? Their ploughs? Their harrows? From every 
farm in the region, all the steel and iron farm 
machinery had gone. Where to? Who had stolen it all?

There was a clue. Here and there lay half a wheel, or 
half an axle, or half a mudguard, carved with giant 
toothmarks where it had been bitten off. How had it 
been bitten off? Steel bitten off?
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Enjoy & Immerse: 
News Story 
Model

Capture & Organise: 
The Iron Man chapter 2

Collaborative 
Compostion: 
News Story:
Half-eaten 
Tractors 
Mystery 

Formative assessment 

}____
_

Independent news story: 
Iron Man Bursts out from Hill

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk
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SIMPLE
PROGRESSIVE

(CONTINUOUS) PERFECT

PAST Police searched 
for clues

Police were 
searching for clues

Police had searched 
for clues

PRESENT Police search for 
clues

Police are searching 
for clues

Police have searched 
for clues

FUTURE Police will search 
for clues

Police will be 
searching for clues

Police will have 
searched for clues
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News story…?
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SIMPLE
PROGRESSIVE

(CONTINUOUS) PERFECT

PAST
Children were 

evacuated from 
London

Children were being 
evacuated from 

London

Children had been 
evacuated from 

London

PRESENT
Children are 

evacuated from 
London

Children are being 
evacuated from 

London

Children have been 
evacuated from 

London

FUTURE
Children will be 
evacuated from 

London

Children will be 
being evacuated 

from London

Children will have 
been evacuated from 

London
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Second World War: Evacuation
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Returning to Charlie…
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The Classroom Newsroom
Roles

Deadlines
Editing
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First News School Newspaper Guide

Our new First News School Newspaper Guide is the 
perfect resource to show students, step by step, 
how to launch and run a school newspaper.

Part One: Starting a School Newspaper is an 
introduction for teachers and covers curriculum 
benefits and practicalities. It also considers what to 
report and introduces students to press ethics.

Part Two: Junior Journalist Guide is for pupils. It 
helps students learn and improve reporting skills, 
interview techniques, headline tricks and lots more 
to encourage budding young reporters. Explanation 
pages unpick different text types found in a 
newspaper and these are followed by activities for 
students to practice these ideas and skills.

Complete the form below and we will email you 
your pupil and teacher packs.

https://schools.firstnews.co.uk/newspaper-club/
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Have purpose!
Don’t leave it until the 
end!
Who’s the audience?
Read-aloud: does it 
sound right?
Every word counts
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Newsroom
specifics:

Space, word-count, and importance 
Deadlines

Who are we 
informing?

Editing
The secret to great writing
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Thank
you!
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Retrieval 

To get or bring 
something back 
from somewhere

Find or extract 
information

Inference

A conclusion 
reached on the 

basis of evidence 
and reasoning

Figuring out what 
is not directly said
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Evaluative – character feelings and emotions: How did X feel when 
he missed the bus? How did he feel when he’d been tricked?

Predictive – based on prior knowledge linked with comprehension 
of the text so far e.g. Sophie left her bike by the railings when she 
spotted her friend in the park.

Bridging (gap-filling) – linking two pieces of information together; 
forms a link between ideas clearly stated and those left implicit -
draws on life experience/general knowledge e.g. The fire started to 
burn uncontrollably. Tom grabbed a bucket of water. 

Cohesive – helps the reader to build up a coherent understanding 
of a text e.g. pronoun resolution: working out who a pronoun relates 
to e.g. It was as though it had flung her first at the gate, waited for 
her to open it, and then lifted and thrown her, bag and all, at the 
front door.

Types of inference
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Thank you for attending today’s session. The next webinar in this 
series (Critical thinking: building resilience across the curriculum) 
will take place in the first half of the spring term, and we’d love to 
see you there, too!

A recording of this webinar, and your certificate of attendance, will be 
sent to you by email. If you haven’t received it after 48 hours, please 
let us know by emailing helen.mulley@firstnews.co.uk

If you would like to have a chat about how First News could help in 
your school, Kate and Daisy are staying online to be available for you; 
alternatively, please email roomana.ahmed@firstnews.co.uk to 
arrange a more convenient time.
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