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“Finding a way to engage students in reading 
may be one of the most effective ways to 
leverage social change.”

"Being more enthusiastic about reading, and a 
frequent reader, was more of an advantage on 
its own than having well educated parents in 
good jobs.”

PISA
Programme for International Student Assessment

2002
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“Data consistently shows that 
engagement in reading is strongly 
correlated with reading performance.”

“Whatever pupils’ socio-economic 
background, making sure that they 
become engaged with reading from the 
beginning is one of the most important 
ways to make a difference to their life 
chances.”
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“For this to happen, they need to 
learn to read as fluently as 
possible.”
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Word reading

Language 

comprehension

The Simple View
of Reading
(Gough and Tunmer, 1986) 

At or above age-
related expectations 
for both word 
reading and 
comprehension

Strong 
comprehenders; 
not so good at 
word-reading

Below age-related 
expectations in both 
word reading and 
comprehension

Strong for their age in 
word reading, but not for 
language 
comprehension

primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk



Being 
a real 

reader
Fluency

“Being able to read”

Key messages from the updated Reading Framework
(July 2023)

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk



Variety
The more types of reading,

the more reading
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Range

Comics and 

graphic novels

Audio books

Hi-low texts

Interest-led non-fiction 

and reference

incl. magazines and newspapers

Easy-reads / page-turners

In-class 

challenging texts

On-screen 

& game-based Topic-based non-fiction

Poetry 
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Reading for 
pleasure
… and for purpose
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Purposeful Reading 
“Our default method for 
finding out about things 
is to read about them.”

Reading Mileage
You get good at what you practice!
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The National Curriculum
Year 1
Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read independently
Being encouraged to link what they read or hear to their own experiences
Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases
Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to 
what others say

Year 2
Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they 
can read independently
Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say
Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both 
those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves
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Year 3/4
Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks
Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those that 
they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say

Year 5/6
Participate in discussion about books that are read to them and those that they 
can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging 
views courteously
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The National Curriculum
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Jigsaw
Read and share
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Active, purposeful reading

Jigsawing
Creating and debating headlines and

sub-headings
Creating true/false and matching questions

Dramatising characters: freezeframe,
hotseat and interview

Debate: the most important fact
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Comprehension requires knowledge

Reading builds knowledge

Knowledge-building
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What’s going on?
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Bobby was busy with his bucket and spade. The 
sandcastle was nearly complete. Then a huge wave 
crashed onto the shore. On seeing that his day’s work has 
been ruined, Bobby started to cry.

• Inference: Bobby was making a sandcastle.
• Background knowledge needed: a bucket and spade is used 

to make things out of sand at the beach.
• Inference: The sandcastle was ruined by the wave.
• Background knowledge needed: incoming tides cause 

waves to come onto the beach and flatten sand sculptures.

From Oakhill and Cain, 2016
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Comprehension requires knowledge
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Recht and Leslie, 1988

Good 
baseball 

knowledge

Poor 
baseball 

knowledge

Good 
reading 
ability

Poor 
reading 
ability
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Comprehension

Comparison 
within & 
between 

texts

Give/explain 
the meaning 
of words in 
context Retrieve 

information

Summarise 
main ideas

Make inferences 
Explain &
justify with 
evidence

Predict 
 from details 
 stated &
 implied 

Identify/explain 
  how content is 
    related  &
      contributes to 
         meaning 
           as a whole 

Identify &
explain 
how meaning 
 is enhanced 
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Retrieval 

To get or bring 
something back 
from somewhere

Find or extract 
information

Inference

A conclusion 
reached on the 

basis of evidence 
and reasoning

Figuring out what 
is not directly said

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk



Evaluative – character feelings and emotions: How did X feel when 
he missed the bus? How did he feel when he’d been tricked?

Predictive – based on prior knowledge linked with comprehension 
of the text so far e.g. Sophie left her bike by the railings when she 
spotted her friend in the park.

Bridging (gap-filling) – linking two pieces of information together; 
forms a link between ideas clearly stated and those left implicit -
draws on life experience / general knowledge e.g. The fire started to 
burn uncontrollably. Tom grabbed a bucket of water. 

Cohesive – helps the reader to build up a coherent understanding 
of a text e.g. pronoun resolution: working out who a pronoun relates 
to e.g. It was as though it had flung her first at the gate, waited for 
her to open it, and then lifted and thrown her, bag and all, at the 
front door.

Types of inference
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Comprehension development
every week 

on subscription!
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Locking down an argument
…with precision. 

It requires layered readings… Students need to read a 
challenging text more than once. 
Asking students to write causes them to express their opinions 
in the most rigorous and important format …
And writing has permanence: it can be revised, and referred 
to again and again, used to show students the development 
of their ideas over time. 
And at the end of a lesson, having asked your students to 
write allows you to assess not only whether the class generally 
understood the text but also whether each student was able 
to make sense of it.

Reading Reconsidered
 Lemov, Driggs and Woolway

Written response
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Developing Writing

How will they get better at…

} Reading!
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Ideas?
Sentences?
Spelling?
Handwriting?



What are they imitating?
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Language is acquired 
through imitation



E.G. expanding noun phrases:

Although Ephra was the smallest 
baby elephant in the herd, she had 
the biggest ears.

Tiny overlapping scales on the 
membrane give the wings their 
pattern and colour.
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And finally…



National Literacy Trust

• Children’s reading progressed significantly

• Particularly in reading comprehension /and inference

• Children became more likely to read newspapers in 
their free time

• 75% reported that they thought newspapers were 
interesting 

• Boys in particular found newspapers fun after the 
project

• Read and enjoy newspapers more; read more 
generally especially non-fiction

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk

(Eight-week study in 2015)
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Thank you!
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Thank you for attending today’s session. The next webinar in 
this series ('How creating a news reading community can 
improve comprehension and engagement') will take place in 
the first half of the spring term, and we’d love to see you 
there, too!

A recording of this webinar, and your certificate of attendance, 
will be sent to you by email. If you haven’t received it after 48 
hours, please let us know by 
emailing helen.mulley@firstnews.co.uk

If you would like to have a chat about how First News could 
help in your school, Kate and Daisy are staying online to be 
available for you; alternatively, please email 
schools@firstnews.co.uk to arrange a
more convenient time.

mailto:helen.mulley@firstnews.co.uk
mailto:roomana.ahmed@firstnews.co.uk
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