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Critical Literacy
Building Resilience Across The Curriculum



Ofcom Children and Parents: 
Media Use and Attitudes 

Report 2022

72% of teens said they could tell
real from fake

In tests, only 11% chose reliable 
identifiers that a post was genuine
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The spaghetti 
harvest

BBC Panorama
1st April, 1957
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Flying
penguins?!
BBC Miracles of 
Evolution
1st April 2008
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An end to smoking
in the UK?
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Read
Mindfully



As she stared at me, her frown was so deep that 
valleys appeared between her eyebrows.
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As she stared at me, her frown was so deep that 
valleys appeared between her eyebrows. I could 
see the muscles on either side of her jaw bunch 
as her teeth clenched and unclenched.
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As she stared at me, her frown was so deep that 
valleys appeared between her eyebrows. I could 
see the muscles on either side of her jaw bunch 
as her teeth clenched and unclenched. 
Simultaneously, her hands were balling into tight 
fists. 



As she stared at me, her frown was so deep that 
valleys appeared between her eyebrows. I could 
see the muscles on either side of her jaw bunch 
as her teeth clenched and unclenched. 
Simultaneously, her hands were balling into tight 
fists. A hiss of breath escaped her tightened lips.

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk



As she stared at me, her frown was so deep that 
valleys appeared between her eyebrows. I could 
see the muscles on either side of her jaw bunch 
as her teeth clenched and unclenched. 
Simultaneously, her hands were balling into tight 
fists. A hiss of breath escaped her tightened lips. 
With thumb and forefinger, she rubbed at her 
temples.
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As she stared at me, her frown was so deep that 
valleys appeared between her eyebrows. I could 
see the muscles on either side of her jaw bunch 
as her teeth clenched and unclenched. 
Simultaneously, her hands were balling into tight 
fists. A hiss of breath escaped her tightened lips. 
With thumb and forefinger, she rubbed at her 
temples. Then she reached into her handbag and 
pulled out a crumpled packet of painkillers. 
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As she stared at me, her frown was so deep that 
valleys appeared between her eyebrows. I could 
see the muscles on either side of her jaw bunch 
as her teeth clenched and unclenched. 
Simultaneously, her hands were balling into tight 
fists. A hiss of breath escaped her tightened lips. 
With thumb and forefinger, she rubbed at her 
temples. Then she reached into her handbag and 
pulled out a crumpled packet of painkillers. “Late 
night,” she muttered, apologetically.
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Retrieval 

To get or bring 
something back 

from 
somewhere

Find or extract 
information

Inference

A conclusion 
reached on the 

basis of evidence 
and reasoning

Figuring out what 
is not directly said
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Evaluative – character feelings and emotions: How did X feel when he 
missed the bus? How did he feel when he’d been tricked?

Predictive – based on prior knowledge linked with comprehension of the 
text so far: e.g. Sophie left her bike by the railings when she spotted her 
friend in the park.

Bridging (gap-filling) – linking two pieces of information together; forms 
a link between ideas clearly stated and those left implicit - draws on life 
experience / general knowledge: e.g. The fire started to burn 
uncontrollably. Tom grabbed a bucket of water. 

Cohesive – helps the reader to build up a coherent understanding of a text 
e.g. pronoun resolution: working out who a pronoun relates to: e.g. It was 
as though it had flung her first at the gate, waited for her to open it, and 
then lifted and thrown her, bag and all, at the front door.

Types of inference
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Hair contains 
keratin.

Our shampoo 
contains 
keratin.



• Leafing through
• Choose which bits grab your interest
• Discuss: 

– What was funniest, scariest, fascinating, most 
important…? 

– What do you know more about? What would you 
like to find out more about?

– What had you already heard about from 
TV/radio/ social media/adults? Changed your 
view?
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Teaching children
how to read a newspaper



What do 
you know 
more 
about? 
What 
would you 
like to find 
out more 
about?
What had 
you 
already 
heard 
about from 
TV/radio/ 
social 
media/ 
adults? 
Changed 
your view?
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How do I spot fake news stories?
Don’t automatically trust search engines
Ask yourself: Is this site or source trustworthy?
Try finding the story somewhere else
Check to see if their sources are credible
Check that it’s not a joke!
Investigate the author
Be hesitant of headlines
Check the facts
Remember, pictures can lie, too
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General Election 2024
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From
Teaching Critical Thinking to Young Children

Amy Sawyer, 2020

Critical thinking is the art of examining information 
from all angles to solve problems.

To set up moments for critical thinking, we must spark 
curiosity. Engaging children in real-world events 
happening around them will help to drive passion and 
concern for others outside their individual remit.

www.primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk



Break Down Information to Its Smallest Parts: And teach 
them how to do the same.
Use Characters (role play) to Encourage Empathy: Being 
empathetic can help to pave the way to understanding 
various perspectives.
Expand Your Evidence: Understanding which resources 
are valid and credible, and where to find them, is 
fundamental to mastering critical thinking.
Don’t Do It For Them: The effort and hard work is
the point!

From
Teaching Critical Thinking to Young Children

Amy Sawyer, 2020
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Read
Mindfully
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Thank you for attending today’s session. To find out about
more exciting CPD opportunities, AND benefit from weekly
resources delivered straight to your inbox, sign up for a
First News Education FREE account by scanning this QR code,
or at: schools.firstnews. co.uk/fne-newsletter/

A recording of this webinar, and your certificate of attendance, will be 
sent to you by email. If you haven’t received it after 48 hours, please let us 
know by emailing helen.mulley@firstnews.co.uk

If you would like to have a chat about how First News could help in your 
school, Helen and Daisy are staying online to be available for you; 
alternatively, please email roomana.ahmed@firstnews.co.uk to arrange 
a more convenient time.

http://schools.firstnews.co.uk/fne-newsletter/
mailto:helen.mulley@firstnews.co.uk
mailto:roomana.ahmed@firstnews.co.uk
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